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STANDING UP FOR JUSTICE   
On July 20th 1944 a plot to assassinate Hitler failed. It 

involved a number of both civilian and military officials 

and was the last of at least fifteen separate attempts to 

murder Hitler,  

The plot was named Operation Valkyrie and was 

originally designed to militarily combat potential civil 

unrest in Germany. The conspirators modified the plan 

for their own aims, with the intention of taking control 

of German cities, disarming the SS, and arresting key 

Nazi leaders in the wake of the plot. The plot however 

failed, and immediately one of  the main conspirators,  

Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg was executed.  

He had reasoned that he was to undertake this plot 

saying “We took this challenge before our Lord and our 

conscience, and it must be done, because this man, 

Hitler, he is the ultimate evil.”  

The story was made into a film called “Valkyrie” (cert 

12) As von Stauffenberg wonders who he can trust, co-

conspirator, General Henning von Tresckow advises 

him to have confidence in his integrity, but warned 

 “God promised Abraham that he would not destroy 

Sodom if only ten righteous men could be found in the 

city…. I have a feeling that for Germany it may come 

down to one.” ** 

History tells us the from start of the film that the heroes 

are unsuccessful, but it still has much to say about 

honour, integrity and not standing silent in the face of 

evil.  

 

 

 

 

** The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in the Old Testament 

were wracked by immorality. God wanted to destroy them 

but Abraham challenged God and stood up for those who 

were good and faithful  in the cities saying “Surely if you 

find 10 good men in the city, you will not destroy them?” 

God kept his word saying he would not destroy them. But 

there is a twist in the story; the few righteous people were 

enabled to flee, and only then was the city brought down 

and totally destroyed by fire and sulphur.  

(Archaeologists working on the site for the last 13 years 

have confirmed the Biblical record that the two cities were 

destroyed by sulphur and fire!) 

 

 

 

Germany in the 1940’s was a country where  few 

people challenged the power of the Nazi regime, 

and the horrendous atrocities that occurred at 

their hands.  

 

Do you imagine that everyone was behind 

Hitler?  Why or why not?  

 

How do you think you might have behaved or 

acted had you been born into this society?  

 

Would you have felt able to stand up against the 

power?  

 

What do you think was behind von Tresckow’s 

warning?  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STANDING UP BY SITTING DOWN In 1950s America black 

people were treated appallingly. Rosa Parks was one person who sat 

down to stand up for justice!  

On December 1, 1955, Rosa, tired of having to give up her bus seat said 

“No” to a white person who was “entitled “by law to have her seat, and 

she remained in her seat on the bus. Her action began the Montgomery 

bus boycott. The boycott of buses was only meant to last a day, but with 

her inspiring action, it lasted a year, and caused the law to be changed.  

In an interview Rosa said “I had no fear at that particular time. I was 

very determined to let it be known how it felt to be treated in that manner 

— discriminated against. I was thinking mostly about how 

inconvenienced it was — stopping me from going home and doing my 

work — something I had not expected. When I did realize, I faced it, and 

it was quite a challenge to be arrested. I did not really know what would 

happen….. I felt more annoyed than frightened … I didn’t feel very good 

about being told to stand up and not have a seat. I felt I had a right to 

stay where I was. That was why I told the driver I was not going to 

stand….I did it because I wanted this particular driver to know that we 

were being treated unfairly as individuals and as a people.”  

The worship song, “God of Justice” 

Reminds us that we have an active faith as 

Christians in the world, and that we are 

called to imitate Christ by  standing up for 

those who cannot stand up for themselves.  

https://youtu.be/BUn05awXdsY 

 

In John 8:2-10  we see Jesus intervening and stepping into a situation,  

bending down to advocate and effectively stand up  for a condemned 

woman.  

2 Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came 

to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The scribes and the 

Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and 

placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has 

been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded 

us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 6 This they said to test 

him, that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent 

down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued 

to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin 

among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent 

down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away 

one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with 

the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to 

her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you? 

What do you think Jesus wrote in the sand?  

Was Jesus right to step in and stand up for her?  

Who steps in and stands up for you when things go wrong? 

What sort of  things might stop you from stepping in to help someone 

bearing in mind your personal safety? 

Do we as Christians have a responsibility to stand up and speak out  

against injustice?   

 

https://youtu.be/BUn05awXdsY

