
WORSHIP AT HOME 

A SERVICE OF REFLECTION 

SUNDAY AUGUST 9th, 2020 

 

There are some links to hymns- please be 
aware adverts sometimes run before the 
music!  

You are invited to light a candle 

WE COME TO WORSHIP AS THE BODY OF 
CHRIST 

Though we may be physically apart, we are 

one; we are the church of God, a gathered 

community, brought together in the bonds 

of peace, assembled today in thought and 

concern, in spirit, in love and in prayer. We 

offer up to the Lord, with thankfulness, the 

night that has now passed, and the day 

that lies before us.  

We hold a moment of silence as we prepare 

to worship God and to reflect together. 

 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Creator God, you are greater than the most 
powerful forces in this world, enable us to 
be still and know that You are truly God. 
 
Son of God reach out to us as we come 
near to you. Strengthen, encourage and 
guide us in the midst of the storms of life.  
 
Holy Spirit still, small voice, speak to us,  
that we might become agents of  of Your 
peace in our homes, in our communities, 
and in our world.  
 
We pray all this in the name of the One 
who walked on water and who quietened 
the storm.  Amen. 
 

HYMN STF 353 

Jesus is Lord !   Creation's voice proclaims 
it, 
for by his power each tree and flower was 
planned and made. 
Jesus is Lord !   The universe declares it ;  
sun, moon and stars in heaven cry :  Jesus 
is Lord !  

REFRAIN  
Jesus is Lord !   Jesus is Lord !  
Praise him with alleluias, for Jesus is Lord !  
 
Jesus is Lord !   Yet from his throne eternal 
in flesh he came to die in pain on Calvary's 
tree. 
Jesus is Lord !   From him all life 
proceeding — 
yet gave his life a ransom, thus setting us 
free. 

Jesus is Lord !   O'er sin the mighty 
conqueror, 
from death he rose ;  and all his foes shall 
own his name. 
Jesus is Lord !   God sends his Holy Spirit 
to show by works of power that Jesus is 
Lord. 

David John Mansell (b. 1936) 



OLD TESTAMENT READING  

GENESIS 37: 1-4, 12-28 

Jacob settled in the land where his father 
had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 
This is the story of the family of Jacob. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was 
shepherding the flock with his brothers; he 
was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and 
Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph 
brought a bad report of them to their 
father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than 
any other of his children, because he was 
the son of his old age; and he had made him 
a long robe with sleeves. But when his 
brothers saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brothers, they hated him, 
and could not speak peaceably to him.  

Now his brothers went to pasture their 
father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said 
to Joseph, ‘Are not your brothers pasturing 
the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you 
to them.’ He answered, ‘Here I am.’ So he 
said to him, ‘Go now, see if it is well with 
your brothers and with the flock; and bring 
word back to me.’ So he sent him from the 
valley of Hebron. 

He came to Shechem, and a man found him 
wandering in the fields; the man asked him, 
‘What are you seeking?’ ‘I am seeking my 
brothers,’ he said; ‘tell me, please, where 
they are pasturing the flock.’ The man said, 
‘They have gone away, for I heard them 
say, “Let us go to Dothan.” ’ So Joseph went 
after his brothers, and found them at 
Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and 
before he came near to them, they 
conspired to kill him. They said to one 
another, ‘Here comes this dreamer. Come 
now, let us kill him and throw him into one 
of the pits; then we shall say that a wild 
animal has devoured him, and we shall see 
what will become of his dreams.’ But when 
Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of 
their hands, saying, ‘Let us not take his life.’ 

Reuben said to them, ‘Shed no blood; throw 
him into this pit here in the wilderness, but 
lay no hand on him’—that he might rescue 
him out of their hand and restore him to his 
father. So when Joseph came to his 
brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the 
long robe with sleeves that he wore; and 
they took him and threw him into a pit. The 
pit was empty; there was no water in it.  

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up 
they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming 
from Gilead, with their camels carrying 
gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry 
it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his 
brothers, ‘What profit is there if we kill our 
brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us 
sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our 
hands on him, for he is our brother, our own 
flesh.’ And his brothers agreed. When some 
Midianite traders passed by, they drew 
Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and 
sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to 
Egypt.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

For the times we have not been able to 
speak peaceably, and have crushed the  
hopes and dreams of others.  

Father forgive us.  

For the times we have looked upon others 
with envy, and held destructive feelings of 
jealousy.  

Father forgive us.  

For the times when we have sold others 
out by the way we live and have 
impoverished and impacted the futures of 
the vulnerable.  

Father forgive us.  

For the times when we have been in the 
mire and have not called out to you. For all 
this and more, look with mercy upon us 
and embrace us.  



God's faithfulness never ends: while we 
were yet sinners, God sent His Son, Jesus 
Christ, that we might not be cast down into 
the pit, but set free from sin and rise with 
him to everlasting life.  

GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 14: 22-33 
Jesus Walks on the Water 

Immediately he made the disciples get into 
the boat and go on ahead to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he 
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone, but by this time 
the boat, battered by the waves, was far 
from the land, for the wind was against 
them. And early in the morning he came 
walking towards them on the lake. But 
when the disciples saw him walking on the 
lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a 
ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, 
‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’  

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, 
command me to come to you on the water.’ 
He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the 
boat, started walking on the water, and 
came towards Jesus. But when he noticed 
the strong wind, he became frightened, 
and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, 
save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, 
‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 
When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. And those in the boat worshipped 
him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’  

COMMENTARY 
 
My relationship with water is a mixed one. 
I almost drowned when I was 6 and at  the 
age of 10 , my head was forced under the 
water by a swimming teacher, and due to  
the resistance that I put up several discs in 
my spine, were crushed, giving me a life 

time of pain. Yet paradoxically, being 
beside water is something that really does 
give me great solace and peace. My 
favourite way of relaxing, is to sit on a 
shingle beach and just listen to the water, 
gently drawing back and forth the pebbles.  
 
But the water is also a place of great 
danger. As I walked along the cliff top on 
North Foreland one blowy day with friends, 
at the beginning of a new term, we spotted 
a friendly fisherman, waving madly away. 
We cheerfully waved back and he to us 
again, then we casually walked on. Minutes 
later, an enormous RAF search and rescue 
helicopter from Manston, closed in and the 
winchman descended to the fishing boat- 
lesson learnt!! Don’t ever ignore fishermen 
that wave madly away at you! On 
reflection, I expect that the disciples must 
have felt as desperate as our “fisherman 
friend” and Peter’s “winchman” was rather 
more unique!  
 
The account in Matthew, unlike Mark and 
John includes the narrative of Peter 
walking on the water. Matthew is writing 
at a time when Christians were weathering 
the storms of persecution and this must 
have been a reassuring and encouraging 
message for them to receive. They may 
well endure suffering, but they had the 
assurance of Christ’s “saving hand.”  
 
This miracle, offers a theophany of Jesus, 
where he is revealed to the disciples, as the 
true Son of God, and to the 
contemporaneous readers this would have 
offered another of Matthew’s  fulfilments 
of Israel's messianic hope.   
 
Peter, an experienced fisherman, would 
have known only too well, the dangers of 
the rough waters, and seeing a figure 
coming towards the boat, must have been 
very disturbing if not terrifying Unlike the 
other disciples, Peter sees “beyond” and is 



pretty sure that it is Jesus.  He entered the 
boat in an act of obedience to his master, 
and he will leave the boat in an act of 
obedience; “Lord, if it is you, command me 
to come to you on the water.” 
Undoubtedly, he just HAS to be where 
Jesus is, and he forgets the storm; for a 
seasoned fisherman to contemplate 
stepping out of a boat, in such dreadful 
storm was a measure of the profound faith 
Peter DID had!  
 
I am told that when you are let down from 
a high building or cliff face on a rope, you 
have to leant back into the nothingness, in 
order to find the momentum to move and 
you have to put your trust in the rope! 
Easing his grip on the side of the boat must 
have been a similar experience for Peter. 
Simultaneously being filled with fear, yet 
with a rush of adrenaline because he so 
wants to experience what Jesus 
experiences; he wants to be a water- 
walker!   
 
There is more to life than fishing, and Peter 
is little by little, learning his purpose and 
calling, part of which is  to  face his fear, by 
reaching out, body and soul, and putting 
his whole self into the hands of Jesus who 
he TRUSTS will save him.  
 
Yes, he does take his eyes off Jesus, and he 
does experience fear and begins to sink, 
but it is a huge leap of faith that he makes.   
Based on that, Jesus’s response to Peter’s 
sinking has always disappointed me. 
Maybe that is the teacher in me who would 
NEVER  put a discouraging cross in my 
children’s books, but as I read this passage 
again, and prayed about it,  I wondered if 
Jesus meant that Peter needed to have 
more faith in HIMSELF? (only the New 
Living Translation has “Why did you doubt 
me?” The rest are based on the Greek – 
“edistasas”- [why] did you doubt) I don’t 

think that he lost faith in Jesus, rather he 

became distracted, and he really DID know 
who to call upon to rescue him. 
 
In the instant of letting go, Peter 
paradoxically made another leap that is 
not immediately apparent. He really does 
go from being a disciple, a student, to 
embodying apostleship, one who is called 
out. Through his fear and dire 
circumstance, he like Joseph, grows in the 
face of adversity and because he DID walk 
on water, he will undoubtedly have grown 
in his self- belief.  
 
There are many people in our world who 
have crumpled self- belief. I have come 
across quite a few, who need to be held as 
one might carefully hold a tiny bird in the 
hand until it can fly for itself.  I believe Jesus 
saw this in Peter, and he held onto this for 
Peter, even as Peter denied him.  
 
I remember being at a meeting in my 
former job, where a gentleman, who had 
caused some problems was on a recovery 
course run by my manager.  I knew he was 
making really good progress and so I spoke 
up in support of him. His comment 
afterwards was that it was the first time 
anyone had believed in him. Belief in one 
another, promotes self- belief and there 
are many people out in our communities 
who have never had anyone believe in 
them- ever! Taking up the call to go from 
disciple to apostle, means facing our fears, 
and believing and trusting in Christ, to hold 
onto our self-belief when we cannot.  
 
Fear is the price we may sometimes pay for 
growth, and stagnation and wilt is the price 
we pay for intransigence. Growth can be 
really challenging and filled with fear; I 
have always tried to face my fears, a 
pattern which developed through the 
encouragement of a new teacher , who 
eventually taught me to swim, and later on 
I had to face my fears and get out of my 



boat, to candidate for ministry. I am so 
thankful I did because on so many 
occasions I feel that exhilaration of water- 
walking with Jesus as I minister in the 
world.  
 
The world has changed, and it is especially 
important that if we want to walk on 
water, we need to  
 

• be honest about the metaphorical 
boats to which we cling.  

• have the eyes of faith to see Jesus, 
our saviour, in the storms of life and 
that means committing to deepen 
our relationship with him.   

• to commit to become encouragers 
and to hold that belief for one 
another when we cannot hold it for 
ourselves  

• to remember that when we lose 
faith in God, God has faith and 
belief in us.  

 
Jesus is always looking for people who will 
get out of the boat, to experience the 
exhilaration of water walking. Will you?  
 

HYMN- SFT 558 

https://youtu.be/Hvnp8fjUv0E 
 

Lord, you have come to the seashore, 
neither searching for the rich nor the wise, 
desiring only that I should follow. 

 
O Lord, with your eyes set upon me, 
gently smiling, you have spoken my name. 
All I longed for I have found by the water, 
at your side I will seek other shores. 

 

Lord, see my goods, my possessions ;  
in my boat you find no power, no wealth. 
Will you accept, then, my nets and 
labour ?  

Lord, take my hands, and direct them. 
Help me spend myself in seeking the lost, 
returning love for the love you gave me. 

Lord, as I drift on the waters, 
be the resting-place of my restless heart, 
my life's companion, my friend and refuge. 

Cesáreo Gabaráin (1936–1991) 
translated by Robert C. Trupia 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
We hold before you Lord for those who 
find themselves surrounded by the high 
winds and stormy seas of life; those who 
feel overwhelmed by events and 
circumstances and those who do not know 
where to turn. 
Lord bring your stillness and peace 
 
We hold before you Lord those who, like 
Joseph, find themselves wounded by 
people they love— people they thought 
they knew and trusted— and who are 
struggling to know how to respond. 
Lord bring your stillness and peace  
 
We hold before you Lord, those who, like 
Peter, are longing to whole-heartedly 
trust, but are held back by questions and 
doubts.  
Lord bring your stillness and peace 
 
We hold before you Lord, those who, have 
fallen into despair and who have begun to 
doubt Your presence and power; or 
question Your call in their lives. 
Lord bring your stillness and peace 
 
We hold before you Lord, those who, have 
had their hopes and dreams crushed; those 
whose lives have suddenly taken a 
different turn, and who now wonder what 
lies ahead for them. 
Lord bring your stillness and peace 
 
We hold before you Lord, those we love 
and cherish, those we long to see and 

https://youtu.be/Hvnp8fjUv0E


hold, and those who are ill in body mind 
or spirit.  
Lord bring your stillness and peace 
 
In the name Jesus Christ, our Saviour, 
who lives to intercede for us, 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory,  
For ever and ever  
Amen  
 
BLESSING 
Jesus calls us to step out on to the water 
with him, to leave the safety of our boats, 
and to walk towards Him in faith, joining 
Him in the work He is already doing in our 
world. And when the wind and waves get 
high and threaten to overwhelm us, we 
remember His words:  
“Don’t be afraid.  Take courage.  I am 
here.” 
 
And so, may God the Father be as stable 

hull to you, holding you and keeping you. 

May Christ be your mast, to which you 

hold; 

And may the breath of the Holy Spirit, 

breathe into your sails and enable you to  

journey in faith, this day and forevermore.  

AMEN 
So, let us go with the faith, to follow where 
Jesus leads, confident that His love and 

saving presence will go with us as we sing 
or reflect upon the final hymn.  
 

 
HYMN- STF 58 
https://youtu.be/iuljQ3ueaxk 
 
Lord, I come before your throne of grace ;  
I find rest in your presence 
and fullness of joy. 
In worship and wonder 
I behold your face, 
singing what a faithful God have I. 

What a faithful God have I, 
what a faithful God. 
What a faithful God have I, 
faithful in every way. 

Lord of mercy, you have heard my cry ;  
through the storm you’re the beacon, 
my song in the night. 
In the shelter of your wings, 
hear my heart’s reply, 
singing what a faithful God have I. 

Lord all sovereign, granting peace from 
heaven, 
let me comfort those who suffer 
with the comfort you have given. 
I will tell of your great love for as long as I 
live, 
singing what a faithful God have I. 

Robert Critchley (b. 1959) and Dawn Critchley (b. 

1965) 

 

 

 

 

Reunited by Sieger Koder 

(from Koder- more paintings- used within 
copyright) 

 

https://youtu.be/iuljQ3ueaxk

