
  
In the light of the latest government Coronavirus advice: All Church Services and Church Groups are 

currently suspended. During this time our Ministers and Local Ministers will be making Orders of Service 

available for members to worship together at home.  

Keep in touch: We hope to continue with a weekly Notice Sheet throughout the current situation. So, if any 

of you has any news, or other ‘snippets’ you would like to share do, please, send them in. Thank you 

NOTICES 9 August 2020  
CHURCH NEWS 

Dear Friends, 

As I contemplated getting together on a Sunday in the park, the 

words from Romans 12:4-5 came to me. It says this:  

"For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 

these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ 

we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to 

all the others." 

It brought home to me, the separateness that we have experienced 

during lock down and just how much we need to come together 

to embody the body of Christ. Lockdown has brought into sharp 

focus the things that really are important to me, and they can often be the small 

insignificant things. Shaking someone's hand, a reassuring touch on the arm, a 

smile at a stranger (not easy with masks on now), a cup of tea together, shared 

laughter, and even a hug! 

Some of you may have read "The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry" by Rachel 

Joyce. If you have not, Harold Fry, an elderly man, goes out one morning to post 

a letter, leaving his wife cleaning at home. He has no idea that he is about to walk 

from one end of the country to another! He is ill equipped and has hiking boots 
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and no map, let alone a compass, waterproof or mobile phone. All he knows is 

that he must keep walking, to see this casual acquaintance and former work 

colleague, who is coming to the end of her life, and to whom the letter is 

addressed. 

It is a journey of profound encounter and there is, in each encounter, a lot that he 

reflects upon.  As on any pilgrimage, perspectives change, and one of the things 

he learns about himself is that it is the smallness of people that fill him with 

wonder and compassion. His journey reveals to him that the world is made up of 

people living ordinary lives who simply put one foot in front of the other every 

day, and a life might appear ordinary, simply because the person living it has 

done it for a long time. Harold's views evolve and he can no longer pass a 

stranger without acknowledging the truth as he begins to see it, that everyone is 

the same, yet also incredibly unique. The ordinary takes on a  richer, deeper 

meaning for him.   

As some of us meet in Albert Park for some "ordinary time" together, may we 

appreciate the real blessedness of  doing something that we have hitherto taken 

for granted, and may we remember too, those who continue to belong to our 

body, precious in our sight, but who are  unable to be with us. 

With love and blessings 

Dcn. SELINA 
 

 

“WE’LL MEET AGAIN”- a time of conversation in Albert Park on a Sunday 

afternoon from 3.00-4.30 pm, from the 9th - 30th Aug. We will be near the bowls 

club and will need to strictly adhere to all the guidance, so please: 

• bring your own garden chair and a drink 

• sit in groups of 6 or less, 2 metres apart 

• be prepared to offer your name and address for contact tracing  

• be mindful of social distancing as you enter and leave the park 

• be aware there are no toilet facilities.  

There is free parking on Park Road and Crescent on Sundays, but please do not 

park on the grass or obstruct driveways. 

If it rains, it will be cancelled 

With every blessing,  Deacon Selina 

The deadline for the September Issue of the Triangle is Sunday 23rd 

August. Please send material, as usual,  to Cynthia Bartlett and Val 

Dalby. (cynbartlett@yahoo.co.uk and vadalby17@gmail.com) 
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This week’s rhyme: 

Track and trace, track and trace, 

Sounds like a rule for outer space. 

We do this, however, within the Church  

We ring, email and keep in touch  

With each other. 

So, will it be different anytime soon 

When we sit apart in our own little balloon 

In the Church building, but still far apart 

From each other?  

Margaret L 

Thursday Group 11/12/13th August, 7pm:  Weather permitting,  

Socially Distanced At Home in Ruth Sillitoe’s garden,  

at 7 Warwick Close, OX14 2HN.  No more than six people on any one 

day.  Please telephone to book 531028 

 

Methodist Prayer Handbook 2020/21: The virus has not prevented the 

production of the 2020/21 edition of this handbook which many 

people find a valuable source of information and help for prayer.  

It will contain the usual suggestions for prayer each day of the 

month for an area of the World Church and the Church in Britain.  

The special emphasis this year is on stewardship of the planet, so it 

has the tittle "The Earth is the Lord's".  The price is £4.50.  Orders 

to me as soon as possible, please -  e-mail ruthdams42@gmail.com  

Tel. 01235 531526.  I do not need the money until you receive 

your copy.  I shall find some way of delivering it to you. 

Ruth Dams 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

I have a few brightly coloured masks to sell, £4 each in aid of the  

Air Ambulance.  Contact me if you are interested. Ruth Sillitoe 

URC Holiday Forum – an invitation: We’re running a Virtual 

Holiday Forum this year for the very first time - over 21-23 August.  It 

means you can join in for the weekend of faith, fun and fellowship 

from the comfort of your own home!  Have a look at the programme: 

urcholidayforum.org.uk/wpsite and think about registering! 

A global, joint interfaith statement, signed by 189 Churches and faith 

organisations, including the Methodist Church, has been released on 

the 75th Anniversary of the Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki. You can read the statement here. 
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WORSHIP 

Online: 

Keith leads an on-line Zoom service on Sunday mornings at 10:30am. If you 

would like to join in or know more about this, please contact him directly - 

keith.underhill@methodist.org.uk. 

Occasional reflections and thoughts for the day are made available on  

the Circuit website and the Circuit YouTube Channel.  

The Methodist website has links to many other live streamed services and 

resources for worship and reflection at home. 

Free phone line for prayers and news from the Methodist Church:  

Prayer: 0808 281 2541 News: 0808 281 2478 

Content updated Thursday afternoon 

From the Revd Ruth Gee, Assistant Secretary of the Conference: 

As we continue to see and hear reports of devastation in Beirut we pray for those 

who are bereaved or injured and for those responding to the catastrophe that has 

engulfed the city. 

Gracious God, We pray for those who live and work in Beirut that the 

bereaved may be consoled and the injured comforted and healed. We 

pray for the rescue services and the hospital staff giving thanks for 

their commitment and skill. In the midst of catastrophe we pray for 

peace, truth and justice. As the sound of explosion fades and the smoke 

clears give wisdom to those who lead, courage to those who serve, and 

hope to all. Amen. 

CELEBRATION EVENT'S SUCCESS.  

An enormous Thank you for taking part in Trinity's Virtual Summer Fundraising 

Event whether by providing treats or buying them, or by making very generous 

donations!  

Many congratulations to Margaret Langsford on walking 10 miles on her daily 

garden tours - and she is still carrying on. 

Together we have raised at least £1,000 

Margaret G continues to make jams & marmalade. Two new flavours this week: 

Raspberry, Apple & Blackberry. Prices between £1.50 & £2.50.    

Rosemary R will accept cake orders until 15th August.   

Handmade cards at £1.50 are still available from Rita G while stocks last. 

Cloth Bags £5 – contact Ruth Sillitoe 

(Email alastair.fear@gmail.com for more details of the people selling things) 
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