
Palm Sunday/ Second of The Passion  2020 

Compiled by Revd. Alan Grist 

Welcome: As you read through this service try to imagine other regular 
worshippers who you meet each week and may be doing the same thing. 
Picture their faces, hear their voices. You are not isolated you are part of a 
worshipping congregation. 

Lenten litany Travelling to the Cross: 
We are starting on a journey with him who is our way 
We are travelling to the Cross in faith. 
We are seeking forgiveness with him who is our truth 
We are travelling to the Cross in peace. 
We are searching for wholeness with him who is our life 
We are travelling to the Cross in hope and love. 
We are travelling with Jesus 
We are travelling to the Cross in his embrace. 

Hymn  Singing the Faith  20 v.1 

 Be still, 
 for the presence of the Lord, 
 the Holy One, is here; 
 come bow before him now 
 with reverence and awe: 
 in him no sin is found- 
 we stand on holy ground. 
 Be still, 
 for the presence of the Lord, 
 the Holy One, is here. 
     David J Evans 
 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession: 
God of all creation, you are our goal and our glory 
our  heaven and our hearts desire: 
May we walk in your way of love. 
You have set before us, as inspiration and example, 
the life and death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, and called us to follow in his footsteps: 
May we walk in your way of love. 
You draw us on, teaching us how to live in justice, truth  
and peace, and strengthening us through your Holy Spirit. 
You will never abandon us: 
May we walk in your way of love. 
God of all compassion, Lord of all grace, 
you call us to give ourselves without holding back, 
to leave all that might hinder us, 



and cast aside all that is evil. 
We confess our failure to do this. 
Build us in faith, hope and love ,that as we see you,  
so we may follow you, and as you live, so may we live 
as forgiven people in joy and praise.  Amen.   

Lenten Cross:  On this the sixth Sunday in Lent we would attach palms  
to the Lenten Cross. We read the familiar story or Jesus entry into to  
Jerusalem . 

Mark 11: 8-10 
 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 	
 branches that they had cut in the fields.  Then those who went ahead and	
 those who followed were shouting,	
“Hosanna! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
  Hosanna in the highest heaven!”	
	
Prayer:  In this most holy of weeks help us to stay close to Jesus that we may	
recognise the unfolding work of God. Amen.	

	
Hymn  StF  265	

1 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 Hark, all the tribes 'Hosanna!' cry: 
your humble beast pursues its road 
with palms and scattered garments strowed. 

2 Ride on, ride on in majesty, 
in lowly pomp ride on to die: 
O Christ, your triumph now begin 
o’er captive death, and conquered sin! 

3 Ride on, ride on in majesty 
the winged squadrons of the sky 
look down with sad and wondering eyes 
to see the approaching sacrifice. 

4 Ride on, ride on in majesty, 
Your  last and fiercest strife is nigh; 
the Father on his sapphire throne 
expects  his own anointed Son. 

5 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
in lowly pomp ride on to die: 
bow your meek head to mortal pain, 
then take, O God, your power and reign! 
       Henry Hart Milman 
       	



During Lent, at All Saints, we have been asking questions about Life and Faith – 
Who is Jesus? What matters most? Am I accepted? Where is God? What brings 
fulfilment? And today What about suffering?  Our Gospel reading today is from 
Matthew 27: 27-32. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and 
they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet 
robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. 
They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, 
saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’  They spat on him, and took the reed and 
struck him on the head.  After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.  
 

The Crucified God. 
Introduction: 
Did you know that we are foolish, misguided, delusional, irrational, 
anachronistic people? 
That is the view of many who pass our church door. 
It is not a new view, we’ve always been a minority. Today it is estimated that 
only 35% of the British population believe in God. 
The early Christians faced such criticism and incredulity. Paul reminds us that 
the cross of Christ was a stumbling block and foolishness to those outside the 
Christian faith. (1.Corinthians 1:23) 
When you think about it the idea of a crucified God is a crazy idea.  

God at the heart of humanity: 
The essence of the Christian faith is that God is at the heart of humanity – not 
a God enthroned afar untouched by human need. 
This is what we mean by the incarnate God. This is  
beautifully expressed in Marjorie Dobson’s hymn, 

Jesus the newborn crossed time’s moving stages 
changing their course by the act of his birth, 
translating God from the mystery of ages. 
rooting our faith by his presence on earth.                      

Wonder and worship were waiting to greet him, 
love and devotion were his to command, 
life was transformed for the ones sent to meet him, 
touching their God  in a child’s outstretched hand.  
      (StF  226 vv3,4) 

A while ago In a Radio 4 Sunday service the preacher referring to the 
baptism of Jesus said, “Jesus immersed himself in humanity” I would expand 
that to “God in Jesus immersed himself in humanity.” 
This leads to Paul’s great statement in 1.Cor.5:19, “God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself.” 
At the heart of the Christian Faith stands a story – the story of the Passion – the 
cross of Christ which is an expression of the pain of the love of God. 



“The sufferings of Christ are the sufferings of God himself. God himself 
becomes human. God himself this person and enters into the passion of the 
cross.”  ( Elisabeth Moltman-Wendel and Jurgen Moltman, His God and Hers  p.74) 
God chooses vulnerability, “ God in his love is omnipotent and at the same  
time impotent.” (ibid 74) 

The Revd. Professor John Polkinghorne, a mathematical physicist,theologian 
and Anglican priest, observes in his book, The Way the World Is “God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to himself. The Cross appears to be the epitome 
of weakness. What is more helpless than a man nailed to a tree and left to 
die? It is the witness of the New Testament that, by the strange alchemy of 
God, that act of weakness is the source of power from which comes all 
human hope.” (p.74) 
“Only in the God-man Jesus could human need and divine find a meeting  
point.”  (p.76) 

Solidarity of God with Human Suffering: 
It is not that God wills the death of his Son – but it is God entering into 
solidarity with all who suffer. The empathy of God is expressed in the Christ 
upon the cross. 
It was said that Catherine of Sienna once cried out: “where were you my 
God and Lord when my heart was full of darkness and confusion? And she  
heard the answer ‘I was in your heart dear daughter’”  

There is a very moving incident related in Elie Wiesel’s book Night. Elie along 
with his parents was deported to Auschwitz ,when he was still a boy, and then 
to Buchenwald, where his parents and younger sister died. He along with 
others was forced to watch the execution of a child. He records how he 
heard someone behind him groan: “Where is God? Where is he? Where can 
he be now?” and a voice within me answered: “Where? Here He is – He has 
been hanged here, on these gallows.” Elie lost his religious faith. Francois 
Mauriac, a Christian friend of Elie’s writes in the forward to Night “And I, who 
believe that God is love, what answer could I give my young questioner. I 
affirm that the stumbling block to his faith was the cornerstone of mine, and 
the conformity between the Cross and the suffering of men was in my eyes 
the key to the impenetrable mystery whereon the faith of his childhood had 
perished?  This is what I should have told this Jewish child. But I could only  
embrace him, weeping” 

In these trying and testing times the Crucified God weeps with us. 

Reflection:  
  You	are	the	Christ					(sung	to	the	tune	Finlandia)	
You	are	the	Christ	
The	one	who	guides	and	leads	me.	
You	are	the	Christ,	God’s	own	eternal	Son.	
Through	storm	and	tempest,	
you’re	the	one	who	keeps	me	
safe	and	secure,	within	your	love	alone.	



You	are	the	Christ,	through	trial	and	tribulation,	
My	strength,	my	shield,	my	trust	is	you	alone.	

You	are	the	Christ	
In	times	of	indecision,	 	
You	know	the	way	and	you	will	lead	me	through.	
You	are	the	Christ,	my	confidence	and	courage,	
You	are	my	rock,	my	fortress	firm	and	true.	
For	you	will	give	the	keys	of	God’s	great	kingdom,	
Eternal	life,	for	all	who	follow	you.	

You	are	the	One	
On	whom	our	hope	is	founded,	
The	one	through	whom	the	victory	is	won.	
The	one	who	shows	the	love	of	God	in	action,	
Bringing	his	peace	and	justice	to	our	world.	
You	are	the	Christ,	the	love	of	God	in	action,	
Bringing	his	Peace	and	Justice	to	our	world.	 	
	 	 	 																																																Valerie	Grist	
Prayers	for	Others	and	Ourselves:	

Ever	present	God	
We	hold	in	our	thoughts	medical	workers	who	are	on	the	front	line	combating	
the	corona	virus	pandemic.	May	they	find	strength	to	do	their	vital	work.	
This	is	our	prayer.		Amen	Amen	

We	hold	in	our	thoughts	our	political	leaders.	May	they	have	wisdom	and	show	
decisiveness	in	these	difficult	times.	
This	is	our	prayer.	Amen	Amen	

We	hold	in	our	thoughts	the	sick,	the	anxious	and	the	bereaved.	May	they	find		
comfort	and	solace	in	their	time	of	need.	
This	is	our	prayer.	Amen	Amen	

We	pray	for	ourselves	that	in	our	isolation	we	may	know	your	abiding	presence.				
																																																																																																																									Amen	
Hymn		StF		287	
1. When I survey the wondrous Cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died, 
my richest gain I count but Loss, 
and pour contempt on all my Pride. 
 
2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ my God: 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
3. See from his Head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
did e’er such love and sorrow meet? 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 



 
4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a offering far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 
      Isaac Watts 
Blessing: 

 At this time of crisis 
 may you feel God’s presence surrounding you. 
 Let us pray for one another, care for one another, 
 and support one another albeit from a distance and 
 in different ways. 
 May the grace or our Lord Jesus Christ, the love God 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you now  
 and always. Amen  
	

	
	
 


